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Appficatton No. 10/735,842 
Amendment dated March 18, 200S 
^\ Reply to Office Actioo dated December 22, 2004 

C ^ 33. (New) A meAod for oontroHing the speed of an electric motor, the 

method comprising: 

supplying current to the motor to drive the motor at a first speed, the 
^ ^ I supply current being driven at a frequency that conesponds to the first $pe 

A ^ current peaks and cunmt valleys; 

^ 6uq>ending the supply of cuirrat such thai at least one cttirent peak and/or 

, % cunent valley is skipped; 

^ ^ while the supply of current is suspended, allowing die curroit to decay to 

<^ ^ zero or substantially zero and then obtaining a measure of the back cmf generated 

f 3* by the motor, and 

using the measure ofthe back emfas feedback to control the qpeed of the 

r * motor. 



As can be seen, claim 33 recites the step of suspending the supply of current such that at least 
one current peak and/or current valley is skipped. Nothing in Pedrazzini or Plunkett suggests 
this stq>. Oaim 33 also recites, while the supply of current is suspended^ allowing the current to 
decay to zero or substantially zero and then obtaining a measure of the back emf generated by 
the motor Again, Nothing in Pedrazzini or Plunkett suggests tfiisstq). For these and other 
reasons, new claim 33 is also believed to be clearly patentable over the cited prior art. 

In view of the foregoing. Applicant believes that all pending claims 1-33 are in condition 
for allowance. Reexamination and reconsideration are respectfiilly requested. If the examiner 
believes it would be beneficial to discuss the application or its examination in any way, please 
caU the undosigned at (612) 359*9348. 
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